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A ]sland Iwrr. with our hostrss on my left and our ho ton
the right. J fed that we arr all h('re in thi O'reat me tinO'
upon the :\[ounl of Transfiguration. looking out into

that gr('at light that shall bright('n as the day hall orne for the
uplift. for the trainin~. for th(' I('aching, for the making of better

men and women - Chri tian men and
Chri lian women - of the black boy

•

and girl in the outh, a the days and
\'ears shall come.
•

God ble these good people, God
bles you who haye come here, you
white brethren and bla('k brethren, all
of u . to plan for the work and to study
how the .outhern man. and the white
man of the North, and the Negro may
unite th('ir rfl'orts to uplift and to ele­
Yate thrir black brother and to lift the

Prof. W, B. Manbews ~reat burd('n that i· holdinO' all of u

down as we tran,l h('<lyenward through the ~'('ar .

The Advance of the Negro

)[uch ha;.; b('('n said about th advan'(' of the :\'egro. I want
to sp('ak briefl.\· of sOllie of th(' thin~s that ha\'e been aid. We
han' made great a(I\'an('e along- chur('h lines during the forty

y('ars of our emall(·ipation. '''l' haw our i(r('at bishop" great
('hlll"('h heads. and g-reat publi;.;hill~ housrs s('nding out their
literature da\' \)\' da,', 1II0nth h,' 1110nlh. and \'ear by year, to. .. . " .
the :\'q~ro people Ihroug-houl the 'outh. hrlpin~ to lift them.
'Ye haH' our g-reat hu;.;ine. s enterprises among the KeO'roe,
training- them to he husint's;,; men, training the New s to mental
effort. and training- them to unite their eA'orts to better their
o\\'n ('onditions. 'Ye kl \'t' our ()\\'II ph~'si('ians looking after
our physi('al ('ondition. We haH' s('('ular ne\\'spapers. published
weeki.,' and monthly. and sellt Ihr(}u~hout the country for the
uplift of our peopl(' mentally and morally. ',"e have our homes.
'Ye are hOllle huildns. As ;,;ol11e one has said. we arc American
('itizens, and if ;.;on1(' en('Ill\' should ('0 III (. to our shore', even'. ,

Negro would tand by the flag. Every Negro would protect
this f1a r, because it waves over his home.o

The O'reat mass of NeO'roes, however, are yet to be reached;o 0

and it i the purpose of thi meeting to study, to lay plans whereby
tho e of u who are able, may unite our efforts to reach that
Ina who are struO'O'linO' for liO'ht and need our help 0 much.00 0 0 .

Thi is our mi ion and that i what we are doing.

The Amount of Self Help

One of the O'reat thinl1 that encourages me is the amouut ofo 0 ~

elf help the Negro is putting forth, He ought to help him elf.
He wants to and does, and that is a great point of encourage­
ment, for, after all, we mu t help ourselve and be able to stand
for our elve in all that is worth acquiring. ", e need encourage­
ment, and we are getting it from thi onferencc, encouragement
to do thing and to help our brother as he ought to be helped.

Negroes who Live in Tenements '

I want to peak of the home life of the Negro, the home life of
the masses. The masse kno,w nothing of home life. Through­
out the South there is what is known a the tenement system.
Rich white men build great tenements to be occupied by Negroe .
They build these tenements without any regard as to sanitary
conditiou , without any regard for home life, without any regard
for the anctity of the great moral life. Negroes mu t live there.
They are forced to do . a by the cheap labor sy tem. :\1en are
compelled to live there for helter. They foster criminals and

•
from them come some of the worst types of the NeO'ro we have.

Back of the school house in which I have been the principal
for eighteen year, we have one of these tenement sections.
Not a single week during the e eiO'hteen years have I failed to

~ 0 •

ee the police officers in that ection arre ting somebody, hunting
down and taking away omebody, for tealing, drinking or wife
beating, or orne other mi demeanor. The children of that
community come to chool and get into more disorder than the
ch.ildren from home owned by our egro people. The~' bring
poorly prepared Ie son, They come themselves poorl,\' fed
and dirty, and when we have di order or bad language or mis­
chief, or when we have found lvinO' or stealinO' it has oriO'inated
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among tho e children who come from the tenement districts.
On variou occa ions I have a ked my children. during little
talk, about going to unda '- chool, and T have found there
are no regular attendant of Sunda\'-school that their mothers
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